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HOSPITAL REFORM AND THE METROPOLITAN
COUNTIES BRANCH.

SiR,-Permit me to draw particular attention to the
statement in Dr. Shearer's letter in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of July 7th, p. 53, that " in not one case out of a
hundred is the out-patient unable to pay for the services
of a genieral practitioner; lie is merely unwilling to do so,
and sees nio need to pay for that which can be obtained
free. Practically, the whole expenditure on out-patients
is devoted to enabling the patients to obtain luxuries,
.chiefly of an alcoholic nature, instead of paying a doctor."

Wlhy slibuld he pay?
The out-patient is guided by his common sense. Should

the average out-patient want a bicycle, a camera, a piano,
or any otlher luxury, he can get it, but he knows he will
have to pay for it, and ean pay for it. Was not the aver-
age expenditure in 1900 £3 18s. 8d. a head per annum
on alcolholic drink? Is not the average annual contract
club-rate for medical attendance a head only 4s.? About
,a twentieth of the amount spent in drink? The out-
patient knows he need not even pay this small amount.

It seems to me that the out-patient uses his common
sense, and that hospital staffs, from the practitioner's
point of view, encourage him, or the abuses would soon
be checked. A hospital staff does not object to great
numbers of patients because of the grand advertisement
it gives them individually; therefore they use their
'common sense in allowing matters to remain as they are.
Now comes the turn of the general practitioner to use

common sense. Let him use his influence privately and
otherwise never to recommend or call in consultation any
consultants attaclhed to some particular hospital singled
out for the purpose, where abuse particularly exists.

Then, and not till then, shall we see a sudden change,
a revolutionary change, in hospital procedure. Perhaps
some other medical man better acquainted with the con-
ditions will suggest some particular hospital in London
wlhere a commencement might be made. Then hospital
staffs will eommence to look after other interests than
their own. We suffer too much from talk! Let us be up
and doing. Which hospital shall we start with ? There
is no other way.-I am, etc.,
July 9tlh. A GENERAL PRACTITIONER.

POST-OFFICE MEDICAL OFFICERS.
SIR,-Dr. Newbigging writes in the BRITISH MEDICAL

JOURNAL of June 2nd, 1906, p. 1319, to complain of having
to attend postmen nine miles away for 8s. 6d. yearly.
Why does he do it ? Surely these men must live within
the practice of some other medical man.
The Post Office asked me to attend men six and eight

miles off, but I declined, as they were, amongst other
objections, in the district of other medical men; and if the
fee offered were £8 10s. instead of 8s. 6d., I should consider
it very unfair to contract for patients in the "sphere of
influence" of another doctor.

Finding I refused these I was given all the men in my
own immediate neighbourhood. This pays very well,
as most of them were my club patients already, paying
4s. 6d. yearly instead of 8s. 6d., which I now receive.-
I am, etc.,
June 18tlh. JVTVENIS.

STREET AMBULANCE SERVICE FOR LONDON.
SIR,-The action of the House of Lords' Committee in

throwing out the Ambulance Clauses of the London
County Council General Powers Bill (1906) will certainly
delay action on the part of the County Council for at least
twelve months.

It is much to be regretted that Lord Camperdown, in
his speech in the House of Lords relative to London
County Council expenditure (as reported in the Times of
July 10th), did not' refer to this point, and state why
his Committee had cut out the Ambulance Clauses of
the Bill.
At present the streets of London are no better off than

they were twenty years ago in this respect, and are likely
to remain so if Parliament continues to refuse to grant
permission to the municipal authority of the metropolis to
do what is urgently necessary.
To say that London is not to have an efficient ambulance

system because the London County Council has spent too

much money on steamboats is absurd, and must be resisted.
Surely we ought not to be put to the trouble and expense
of petitioning the Houses of Parliament as to the pressing
nature of a want of this kind.-I am, etc.,
Londou, W., July 1Otli. REGINALD HARRISON.

OBITUARY,
JOSEPH KOROSY.

DIRECTOR OF THE STATISTICAL BUREAU, BUDA-PEST'H.
By the death of Joseph K6rosy we are deprived of one of
the most distinguished statisticians of the last fifty years.
Although not a medical man, Dr. Korosy's reports dealt so
largely with problems in which medical men have an
especial interest that his loss will be nowhere more sin-
cerely felt than among them.
For many years he had been the head of the Statistical

Bureau of Buda-Pesth, and the reports issued under his
direction were models of lucid arrangement besides being
elaborate documents containing more precise and fully
detailed information than is available in our own national
statistics. He was, however, not merely a painstaking
compiler of statistical material. He liad in a full sense
the spirit and insight necessary to constitute the accurate
statistical investigator, and to bring out from elaborate
data their essential teaching. It was always felt by him
that his work in this direction was, owing to difficulties of
language, insufficiently known. A large part of it was
published in Hungarian, and it required considerable
courage as well as knowledge in the statisticians of other
countries to attack reports in this language.
Fortunately some were written in German, and the

difficulty was then less. Still more fortunately, some of
his best work was contributed in English; perhaps the
most important under this head was his Study of the
Laws of Increase of Population, a summary of which was
published in Public Health, vol. viii, p. 100, and appeared
in full in the Philosophical Transactions, vol. 186 (1895), B.,
p. 808. In this paper he went far towards framing a table
of natality analogous to a life table, in which a separate
statement of the probabilities of a birth is given for each
age of life of father and mother respectively. It may be
added that Mr. Francis Galton, working on K&r6sy's
tables, has attempted to form isogenes analogous to
isotherms and isobars.

Dr. Korosy also attempted an elaborate investigation
into the relationship between various conditions of
weather and the prevalence of certain infective diseases.
It must be admitted, however, that in this investigation
too little regard was paid to the cyclical and other causes
of variation of infectivity, and that the investigation was
inconclusive.
At the various International Congresses of Hygiene and

Demography, and at the meetings of the International
Statistical Institute, Dr. Korosy was a familiar figure. He
was universally respected and admired; and he has laid
foundations on which statisticians for many generations
to come will build.

'WITH much regret we liave to record the death at
the early age. of 45, of Mr. JOSEPH HICK, one of the most
popular of Leeds practitioners. Mr. Hick retired from
practice about 15 months ago on account of ill-health, but
his sudden death came as a surprise to most of his friends.
Educated at the Leeds School of Medicine he became one
of the Resident Assistants at the General Infirmary in
1883, and in the following year took the qualification of
M.R.C.S., and acted as House-Surgeon to Mr. Wheelhouse
until that gentleman retired from the acting staff. He
was subsequently one of the Resident Medical Officers at
the Public Dispensary, and after filling a similar position
at the Fever Hospital-then spoken of as the Leeds House
of Recovery-he commenced practice on his own account
in the Burmantofts district, where lie soon built up a large
connexion. By a large circle of friends, and especially by
his professional acquaintances, ."Joe Hick," as he was
always called, and liked to be called, will be remembered
as one of the most genial and kind-hearted of men.

DR. GWILYM EVANS, L.R.C.P. and L.R.C.S., Blaengarw,
died on July 8th after a short illness. Ho was born at
Nantymoel in 1862, and was educated at-St. Bartholomew's
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Hospital and Glasgow. Dr. Evans was in medical charge
of the workmen of the Ocean Colliery, Blaengarw. He
leaves a widow.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES,
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.

Medical Degrees.
TI-1E following Degrees in Medicine have been conferred:
DJ.M.-W. II. Wilsoni, Rebic College.
B.M.. B.Ch.-A. G. J. Tl1ol1lpson, Queein's College: 0. A. R. Berikeley-

Hlll. Tirinity College; S. Noekolds, Keble College, L. J. Oirpen,
Keblc College.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.
THE following degrees were conferred on June 19th:
M.B., B.C.-F. A. G. Jeans, Jolh.; R. P. Cockin, Gonv. Cai.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.
MEETING OF THE SENATE.

A MEETING of the Senate was held on June 20th.

Election of Vice-Chancellor.
Sir Edward Busk was re-elected Vice-Chancellor for another

year.
Recognition of Teacher.

Dr. W. H. Willcox was recognized as a teacher of patho-
logical chemistry at St. Mary's Hospital Medical School.

Doctor of Science.
The degree of Doctor of Science has been conferred upon

Alfred Walter Sikes, M.D., B.S., who presented as a thesis
the four following papers: (a) On the phosphorus of human
milk ; (b) on the estimnation of proteid in human milk; (c) on
the calcium of human milk; (d) on the globulin of albuminous
urine.

GUY'S HOSPITAL.
Distribution of Prizes.

A large company was present on July 4th at the distribution
of prizes in the new school buildings. MIr. A. C. Cole, one of
the Governors, presided.
The Dean MIr. Herbert Eason, read the annual report. which

described the progress of the school during the past year as
quite satisfactory, there having been an increase in the
number of students. The number of men who had quali-
lied during the past twelve months was also well up to
the mark of previous years; and the medals and other
honours obtained, especially at the University of London,
afforded further gratifying testimony to the efficiency of the
school. The changes on the staff had been numerous, and the
death of Dr. J. H. Bryant was especially mentioned with
sincere-regret, and his great services to the hospital and school
recorded. The cost of recent changes and improvements in
the biological department had been defrayed by a munificent
donation of £600 from an anonymous benefactor. The school
had also received a bequest under the will of the widow of the
late Mr. Arthur E. Durham of £1,000 for the endowment of a
travelling scholarship. The most pressing need of the school
was a sum of £10,C00 for the endowment of a chair of pathology,
as it had been decided that at the earliest opportunity a de-
partment of pathology must be instituted, with a separate staff
of lecturers and demonstrators.

Sir Cameron (ull, a governor of the hospital, next dis-
tributed the prizes won during the past year, and afterwards
delivered an address, remarking that his sole claim to such a
privilege waas on the ground of heredity. Aftercongratulatingthe
prize winners he said that the public took far too little interest
in medical schools. Perhaps this was on account of that noisy
section which was endeavouring to persuade the public that
vivisection was a great evil. For himself he fully believed that
it was absolutely essential for advance in medical science.
Guy's could speak freely on this matter, for the Governors
had never supported the medical school out of funds sub-
scribed to the hospital; this had been done almost entirely by
the staff, who were doing as much in this direction as was
possible. And what would the hospital be without its staff,
and where would they obtain the staff if there were no medical
schools? The cost of a medical education was nowadays at
least £1,000, so that it was not possible to increase the
students' fees. The Governors earnestly appealed for further
support for the medical school. There were only a few small
endowments; and he was convinced that if the public could
realize the great needs of the school, where the training given
was essential to the healing of the sick, they would be more
generous, and the requirements of the school be met.
A vote of thanks to Sir Cameron Gull, proposed by Dr.

Frederick Taylor, was carried with applause. l'he company
then proceeded to the grounds, wbere a garden party was held.
The hospital, library, museum, and other buildings were also
inspected by the visitors.

UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL.
The Medical Faculty.

A NOTABLE incraase has taken place in the entries in all
departments of the medical school of the University during

the past year. The number of first year students who have
entered for University degrees is 26, as against 13, 17, 19, and
11 in the four previous years. Dental students number 31, as
against 24 in 1904-5. Public Health students have increased
from 4 to 11, and Tropical Medicine students from 23 to 36, as
compared with last year. The total number of students in the
school is now 217, against 197 in 1904-5. This is a state of
things which is highly encouraging to the authorities in the
school, who are confident that it only needs to be better known-,
in order to become one of the largest in the provinces.

The Clinical Hospitals.
An arrangement has been bappily arrived at between the

different hospitals in Liverpool by which they agree to form
a single clinical school under a title to be hereafter chosen.
Under this arrangement students taking out their hospital
attendance in Liverpool will have a very large clinical field'
at their disposal, the number of beds available for
teaching being close upon 1,200. The exact details of the
scheme will require to be carefully worked out, but the main.
points aimed at are to give the student the greatest latitude
consistent with the maintenance of proper discipline in the
choice of hospital and teacher. It is hoped that the splendidc
field offered in Liverpool for clinical study will do much toG
enbance the reputation and popularity of the Medical School.

UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW.
THE following candidates have been approved at the examinla-
tions indicated:
FINAL M.B., C.M. (Old Regulations).-*R. S. M'Kim, M.A.
FINAL M.B., CH.B. (NewvRegulatioa.).-J. M. Anderson, "J. Anderson.

M.A., B.Sc., T. Barbour, M.A., B.Sc., G. D. M. Beaton, C. Burns,.
J. M. H. Caldwell, W. R. Cammock, G. Campbell, W. A. Camp-
bell, H. H. Christie, J. S. Clark, M.A, J. Coutts, T. L. Craig, *A
M. Crawford, *J. R. Drever, M.A., E. M. Eaton. W. Gilbert, W.
Gilfillan, *A. H. Gray, R. N. Guithrie, C. F. D. Hainmond, W. T1
Ilardie, R. MC. Iill, A. Hunter, A. Y. Hutchison, J. Keys.
J. D. Kidd, W. HI. Kirk, A. M'Call, T. M'Clirick, MA., B.Sc.:ID. Macdonald, *J. M'Farlane, J. R. M'Gilvray, W. A. M'Kellar-.
W. F. Mackenizie, N. S. MacNauglhtan, A. A C. M'Neill,.
*Elizabeth M. M'Vail, *A. A. M'Whlan, Florence Mann, W. H-.
Mauson, M.A.; R. Marshall, J. Miller, W. Miller, *P. Mitchell,
M.A.; Editlh Over-sby, J. H. Paul, *AgDeS Picken, M.A., A. M.-
Pollock, T. H. Rankiin, Vera I). Reis, F. G. Robertson, *W. J.
Rutlherfurd, W. [I. Siegel', *W. Sniellic, T. B. Snmithl, *.1
SteVcnson. *J. Stevenison, T. Str-ain. I). L. Tate. *C. S
Thoison. 'G. 1I. Wlilson, J. WN'yper-, *J. Young, *:MA. Y. YoUngf.

* Witlh distinction in one or mnore subjects.

ROYAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND.
THE following candidates have been approved at the examina-
tions indicated:
First JM.B.-M. J. Ahern, WV. F. Alges, W. W. Allison, H. Black, F. J_

Bur-ke, Sarah E. Calwell, P. E. Carroll, F. Carson, L. Colien,
P. Cotter, R. C. Cummins, T. A. Daly, H. Emerson, T. Fitz-
gerald, M. J. Fogarty, P. J. Gaffikin, G. S. Glass, B.A., H. P.
Hannigan, C. A. P. Harrison, W. S. Haydock, T. F. HIegarty,
D. Higgins, T. H. Houston, M. C. Irwin, G. Jacksoni, I. P.
Kelly, R. A. Kerr-, T. J. KilBr-ide, P. D. McCullcn,
L. J. E. McHiigli, T. P. McMurray, H. P. Malcolm. M. Moloney,
A. J. Moran, H. C. Mul]olland, L. P. Mulligan, D. Murplhy. J. E.
O'Sullivan, W. Paul, WV. Prendiville, T. Reynolds. J. J. Ryan.
G. Slheridan, C. J. Simpson, J. Steplhenson, W. Stevenison. J1.
Stewart (Sch.). B. Teeger, S. J. Turkington, W. Turner, R. W,.
Vint, J. R. Wlhite, T. Woulfe.

The following are entitled to present themselves for honours
in one or more subjects:
H. Black, F. J. Burke. P. E. Carroll, T. A. Dalv. M. J. Fogarty. D.

Iligains. M. C. Irwin. R. A. Kerr. T. J. KiluBride, P. D. McCullei.
Ii. P. Malcolm. H. C. Mullholland, L. P. Muilligan, D. Mirplhy.
W. Paull, T. Reynolds. C. J. Simpson, W. Stevenlson, J. Stewart
(Scl.), B. Teeger-, K. W. Vint.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.
FELLOWS' DINNER.

ON Thursday, July 5th, after the Council election, the Fellows
dined together in the Library of the College under the chair-
manship of the President, Mr. John Tweedy. Most of the
members of the Council and about seventy other Fellows were
present. After dinner the loving cup was duly circulated, the
President remarking that the bandsome cup which he passed
was presented in 1745 to the Company of Surgeons by John
Ranby, the first IMaster of the Company and Sergeant-Surgeon
to George II.
The usual loyal toasts having been duly honoured, the

President proposed the toast of the evening, "The Fellowship
of the Royal College of Surgeons of England." He remarked
that the Fellowship was a symbol of the highest attainments
in surgery in the whole country, and was sought for by some of
the best surgeons in the British Colonies. A proof of the value
of the Fellowship was to be found in the fact that every year
a greater number of candidates for it came from the Univer-
sities. The College was of old descent, and bad lasted nearly
six centuries, for the first extant record of a Master of the
Barbers' Guild wag in 1308. From that tirmie to this the lineage
could be traced. For long the barbers and the surgeons werr
united, but in 1745 two separate guilds were formed- there
was, however, an ulnbroken continuity of corporate existence
for nearly six hundred years. According to some the Fellow-
ship Mwas a close borough, limited to the surgeons of the,
London hospitals. but the gathering present was sufficient to
disprove such a theory;* on one side of him was Mr. Spanton,
who was in general practice in the country, though practising


